TH'S OPI NI ON WAS NOT WRI TTEN FOR PUBLI CATI ON

The opinion in support of the decision being entered
today (1) was not witten for publication in a | aw
journal and (2) is not binding precedent of the
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Bef ore URYNOW CZ, HAI RSTON, and HECKER, Admi nistrative Patent
Judges.

HAI RSTON, Adnini strative Patent Judge.

DECI S| ON ON APPEAL

This is an appeal fromthe final rejection of clains 1

t hrough 10.

! Application for patent filed May 18, 1994. According to
appel l ants, the application is a division of 07/950,941, filed
Sept enber 24, 1992, now U.S. Patent No. 5,331,423, issued July
19, 1994.
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The di sclosed invention relates to a disk player that
reproduces audi o and i mage i nformation on a disk. The disk
pl ayer includes a reset neans that initializes a signal
processing nmeans in response to disk ejection.

Caimlis illustrative of the clainmed invention, and it
reads as foll ows:

1. A disc player for reproducing a disc on which inage
informati on and audio information are recorded, the disc
pl ayer conpri sing:

di sc ejecting neans for ejecting the disc fromthe disc
pl ayer :

drive neans for rotating the disc;

di sc drive control neans for stopping the drive nmeans of
the disc in response to the disc ejecting neans;

signal processing neans for processing the audio
i nformati on and the image i nformation reproduced fromthe
di sc; and

reset means for initializing the signal processing neans
in response to the disc ejecting neans ejecting the disc.

The references relied on by the exam ner are:

Shi mada et al. (Shinmada) 4,979, 048 Dec. 18,
1990
QO subo et al. (O subo) 5,177,728 Jan. 5, 1993

(filed Feb. 20, 1990)
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Clainms 1 and 6 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 8§ 103 as
bei ng unpat entabl e over Shinmada in view of the admtted prior
art.

Clains 2 through 5 and 7 through 10 stand rejected under
35 U.S.C. 8 103 as being unpatentable over Shimada in view of
the admtted prior art and O subo.

Reference is nmade to the briefs and the answer for the

respective positions of the appellants and the exam ner.

OPI NI ON

We have carefully considered the entire record before us,
and we w Il reverse the obviousness rejection of clains 1
t hrough 10.

Shi mada di scl oses a disk player (Figure 3) for
reproduci ng a disk 1 on which inmage information and audi o
i nformati on are recorded. The disk player includes a disk
ej ector that ejects the disk fromthe disk player (colum 4,
lines 34 through 40), a spindle notor 2 and notor drive
circuit 10 that rotates the disk, a disk drive controller 12
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that stops the drive circuit in response to disk ejection, a
signal processor 5 that processes the imge information
reproduced fromthe di sk, and a signal processor 6 that
processes the audio information reproduced fromthe disk.

The exam ner acknow edges (Answer, page 4) that Shimada
"does not specifically disclose[s] reset neans or a reset
circuit for initializing the signal processing neans . . . in
response to the disc ejecting nmeans or disc ejector ejecting
the disc."

The adm tted prior art discloses (specification, page 2)
t hat:

[When the CD-1 disc is renoved during the
reproduci ng process, the last displayed i mage

remai ns and the sound is jamred. A reset switch is

typically used to manually reset the CD-1 player to

the initial state so that the processing steps can

be again sequentially executed according to the

contents of the new CD-I disc

The exam ner is of the opinion (Answer, page 5) that
"[i]t would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the
art at the tine of the invention to provide Shimada et al.’s

systemwith the reset switch in a nmanner as taught in the

admtted prior art."
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Appel I ants argue (Brief, page 6) that "Applicants’
admtted prior art . . . fails to teach or suggest the
requi red reset neans"” because "rather than teaching reset
means or a reset circuit that resets the disc player 'in
response to the disc ejecting nmeans ejecting the disc' as
required by the clains, Applicants’ admtted prior art nerely
teaches a reset switch that resets the disc player in response
to an operator activating the reset switch."

We agree. "Thus, an operator that activates a reset
swtch to reset the disc player in response to the ejection of
a disc is not the sane as or equivalent to reset neans that
reset the player in response to the disc ejecting neans
ej ecting a disc" (Brief, page 11). The obvi ousness rejection
of clains 1 and 6 is, therefore, reversed.

The obvi ousness rejection of clainms 2 through 5 and 7
through 10 is reversed because the di sk player teachings of
O subo do not cure the noted shortconmings in the teachings of

Shi mada and the admitted prior art.

DECI SI ON
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The deci sion of the exam ner rejecting clains 1 through

10 under 35 U.S.C. 8 103 is reversed.

REVERSED
STANLEY M URYNOW CZ, Jr. )
Adm ni strative Patent Judge )
)
)
)
) BOARD OF PATENT
KENNETH W HAI RSTON ) APPEALS
Adm ni strative Patent Judge ) AND
) | NTERFERENCES
)
)
)
STUART N. HECKER )
Adm ni strative Patent Judge )



Appeal No. 97-1198
Application No. 08/245, 954

LI MBACH & LI MBACH
2001 FERRY BUI LDI NG
SAN FRANCI SCO, CA 94111



Leticia
Appeal No. 97-1198

Application No. 08/245,954

APJ HAIRSTON

APJ HECKER

APJ URYNOWICZ

DECISION: REVERSED
Send Reference(s): Yes No
or Translation (s)

Panel Change: Yes No

Index Sheet-2901 Rejection(s):

Prepared: February 24, 2000

Draft Final

3MEM.CONF. ¥ N
OB/HD GAU

PALM / ACTS 2/ BOOK
DISK (FOIA) / REPORT



