The opinion in support of the decision being entered today was not
witten for publication and is not binding precedent of the Board.
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DECI SI ON ON APPEAL

This is a decision on appeal fromthe exam ner's final
rejection of clainms 2, 3, and 5 through 18. C aim4 was cancel ed
in Anendnent A, filed February 23, 1998 (Paper No. 7) and claim1
was canceled in Anendnent B, filed August 25, 1998 (Paper No. 9).
After the final rejection, clainms 2, 3, 5 through 9 and 18 were
canceled in Amendnent C filed August 11, 2000 (Paper No. 20). 1In

t he Exam ner’s Answer (page 5), the exam ner indicated that
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29, 2000 (Paper No. 25) to be in independent form In the Appeal
Brief, appellant indicated that clains 16 and 17 had been
W t hdrawn from consi deration. Accordingly, the status of the
clains is as follows: clains 1 through 9 and 18 have been
cancel ed, clains 14 and 15 have been allowed, clains 16 and 17
have been wi thdrawn from consideration, and clains 10 through 13
remai n before us on appeal.

Appellant's invention relates to a renote w rel ess
comruni cator device that provides a comunication link with an
apparatus in a wireless network. Claim10 is illustrative of the
clainmed invention, and it reads as follows:
10. A repeater for use in a wireless systemhaving a nobil [sic,
nobil e] switching center (MSC), and at |least [sic, one] base
station comunicatively connected to said MSC, said repeater
conpri si ng

means for retransmtting signals to and from said base
station;

control functionality relating to operations of said
repeater; and

a renote communi cati on device conpri sing:
a termnal unit having nmeans for transmtting a signal

and receiving a signal, said transmtted signa
including an identification of said termnal unit;
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means for interfacing signals of said term na
unit with said control functionality of said
repeat er
The prior art references of record relied upon by the

exam ner in rejecting the appeal ed clains are:

Szabo 5, 410, 753 Apr. 25, 1995
Mar que- Pucheu 5, 509, 028 Apr. 16, 1996

Clainms 10 through 13 stand rejected under 35 U S.C. 8§ 103 as
bei ng unpat ent abl e over Szabo in view of Marque- Pucheu.

Reference is made to the Exam ner's Answer (Paper No. 23,
mai | ed Cctober 25, 2000) for the exam ner's conplete reasoning in
support of the rejection, and to appellant's Brief (Paper No. 21,
filed August 11, 2000) and Reply Brief (Paper No. 26, filed
Decenber 29, 2000) for appellant's argunents thereagainst.

OPI NI ON

We have carefully considered the clains, the applied prior
art references, and the respective positions articul ated by
appel l ant and the exam ner. As a consequence of our review, we
will affirmthe obviousness rejection of clains 10 through 13.

The exam ner states (Answer, page 4) that it woul d have been
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conponent, the exam ner asserts (Answer, page 4) that it would
have been obvious for the nobile test set to test the added
repeater as well as the base station. Appellant contends (Brief,
page 6) that "conbining the nobile test set of Szabo with a
repeater station, which by its nature is stationary, would
destroy the nobility of the test set. Wthout nobility, the test
set is unable to test the operation of a base station at
different locations within the network." Further, appellant
gquestions (Brief, page 7), "How can a test set be integrated with
a stationary repeater and not |loose [sic] its nmobility?"

We do not find appellant's argunent to be persuasive. The
exam ner proposes nodifying the nobile radio systemto include a
repeater to expand the coverage area of the system not to
integrate the repeater with the test set. Further, the clains
nmerely require "operatively connecting"” the control interface and
the repeater, not directly connecting them Thus, if, in
accordance with the exam ner's conbi nation, Szabo's nobile radio
systemwere nodified to include a repeater, and Szabo's first

interface were set to exchange test signals between the nobile
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t hough the repeater is stationary, and there would be no issue of
destroying the nobility of the test set.

Appel | ant further argues (Brief, page 7) that there is no
reason why the test set of Szabo needs to be integrated with the
repeater to performtests on it. However, as expl ai ned above,
the repeater is integrated with the nobile radio systemnot with
the nobile test set. Additionally, the exam ner suggests testing
the repeater because it has been integrated with the radio
system not integrating the repeater with the test set to perform
tests on the repeater.

Lastly, appellant states (Brief, page 8) that he "does not
di spute the fact that a repeater expands coverage area of a
wirel ess network, but maintains that this fact is irrel evant
since the test set of Szabo is intended to test a network and not
to expand coverage." Again appellant appears to have m ssed the
exam ner's point. The exam ner proposed expandi ng coverage of
the wireless network being tested by adding a repeater, not
nodi fying the test set. Thus, appellant's argunents are not

persuasive, and we will sustain the obviousness rejection of
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No tine period for taking any subsequent action in

connection with this appeal

§ 1.136(a).

AFFI RVED

JOSEPH F. RUGE ERO
Adm ni strative Patent Judge

JOSEPH L. DI XON
Adm ni strative Patent Judge

ANI TA PELLMAN GROSS
Adm ni strative Patent Judge
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